BOURNEMOUTH NETBALL ASSOCIATION

NEW PROCEDURES FOR CANCELLING GAMES

DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER

Due to the non refundable status of the court fees, unless the sports centre have approved the cancellation of any fixtures, we have put together the following rules to follow prior to cancelling any games of netball.  Teams will be advised that they should remain until 7.30 p.m. as very often the weather has completely changed by then.  In wet weather players can go into the sports centre or their own vehicles, as long as they stay in close proximity to the centre should the games commence prior to 7.30 p.m.

· The BNA officials present and the duty umpires should discuss the situation.

· If the weather is not showing signs of clearing after twenty minutes (7.20 p.m.), then the BNA official should speak to the Duty Manager in the centre to discuss the position.

· If the Duty Manager agrees that the weather is extreme enough to cancel the games then the teams can be advised and sent home by 7.30 p.m. (at the earliest).    However, the Duty Manager should also be consulted and agree that this will affect the second session (if applicable) and that it will mean cancelling the full evening session, which can then be re-played at the end of the season.

· If there is a real dispute between any of the parties on the night then immediate telephone contact should be made with the BNA Secretary, Chairman or Vice Chairman, who will make the final decision.

· If it is agreed to cancel the games and the first session teams are sent home then the BNA official present must immediately ring the BNA Secretary or Chairman or Vice Chairman and speak to at least one of them in person to ensure that all second session teams are phoned and advised immediately of the cancellation.  

· If the weather clears up and play can commence prior to 7.45 p.m. the Duty Umpires should wherever possible play at least two quarters (30 minutes of play), when the score can then be adjusted to represent the full time score and the results will stand.  If three or even four quarters can be completed, then it may mean the second session will be delayed in starting.  This is acceptable providing that at least 75 minutes are left for the second session to complete their games in, i.e. latest start time would be 8.45 p.m.

· If play has commenced before there are any extreme weather problems then subsequently suspended, the above procedures must be followed before the games are officially abandoned. (Timings will obviously be different and games may well be treated as completed if two quarters of play have already been completed),

It is the intention of this ruling to clarify the position and avoid the problems that have arisen in the past.  You are reminded that netball is an outdoor sport and should be played during inclement weather, however the safety of our players is paramount and it is only extreme weather conditions that would involve the above ruling. 
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